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The Original Carbon County
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One of the more anticipated speakers was John Wagner, who
presented the CCHEC with a map of Carbon County. Throgmorton
received permission from Wagner and the University of Wyoming to make
six copies of the map which were distributed to historians around the
county. AOne thing wedd I|like to do
hi storians from Carbon County involywv

The first speaker in the series back in October -- Paul Fritz -- set
the bar for the series, and Throgmorton said the CCHEC owes him a big
debt . AHe made it interesting and p
continue coming to, o he said.

Dick Schurman said he kept coming back because the speakers
were very informative. Al thought
Hi s wife Diane enjoyed going when i
Schurmans mostly enjoyed the histor
1974 and | began to take some histo
for Dick Schurman, fAHistory is one
hi story papers for the Union Pacifi
was the informal atmosphere, the two said.

Future lecture series are in the works. Throgmorton said they
would like to take the concept outside.

AfWedve tried to get some feedbacl
l ooks |li ke people want to do more pr
unveiling the new plans in the next

Throgmorton plans for the fall lecture series to be at the Higher Ed
Center, but instead of mostly Tuesday night lectures, he wants to add films
and film review sessions.

AThis was such a heartwarming ex|
ANow we just need to find out a way
other county historians and students
one credit of history through Western Wyoming Community College, so that
was neat, o0 the director said. iNow,
invol ved. 0
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Lecture Series Deemed Success
By Kirk Hanna

Times Staff Writer
April 4, 2008

For the past 24 weeks at the Carbon County Higher Education
Center, Tuesday nights have been, in certain ways, repetitive.

Every Tuesday, coffee poured from the scalding-hot pot into Patty
Pedersendés Styrofoam cup.

AFor me, |l earning about the county
from my past. é My father was a suryv
not a family fun thing to do, 0 she sai
the county, 0 she said of AThe Power of
series.

Regulars filed in one at a time to find a place to sit among the
comfortable computer chairs. And al th
most people found the most comfort in sitting in the same seat each week.

The repetition went only as far as the preparation. When the
lecture presentations started, promptly at 7 p.m., the contrasts soon
became noticeable.

During the last six months, CCHEC personnel hosted speakers
from historical societies, museums, the Bureau of Land Management, the
Union Pacific and more. The biggest turnout was 67 people at one lecture,
according to CCHEC Director Dave Throgmorton, while the lowest
attendance was 22 people. The overall attendance was 771, most
attending more than once.

The last Saturday in March marked the end of the lecture series.
Throgmorton said he was overjoyed with the participation the series
received.

AWe did so much better than we tho
was we had a solid group of people who came all the time, and we had a
solid group of people who came every s

A few of the people who attended regularly included Angie
Kinnaman, Roger Epp, Dick and Diane Schurman, and Mary Oaks, the
latter who attended every lecture.

Ki nnaman found the |l ectures very e
something new each time, 0 she said. A
were those by officials from the BLM and the Wyoming Game and Fish
Department.

Epp said the | ectures were very in
fascinated with Karen Larsen and her mapping of the county. It was just so
cool to see how much computers are inv
kept coming back was, fAthe desire to |
l'ived here all my | ife and it was intr

said.
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Education Center Brings County to Life
By Drew Foster

Times Editor
October 9, 2007

How many territorial purchases did it take to create Carbon
County? Why did Sinclair Oil choose south-central Wyoming for its
refinery? Who are some of the aread
were the lawmen who put them behind bars?

These are just some of the questions that should be answered

duringthe24-week A The Power of Pl ace: Leg
series being presented by the Carbon County Higher Education Center.
The first class, which focuses on Si

Carbon County, is set for 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 11. Classes run
Tuesdays and Thursdays until the end of March 2008 and each
session is free to attend.
AfWebve put together a celebratiol

Director David Throgmorton said. AT
somebody attends every class, by the time that person walks out of these
classes, theyodll be a Carbon County

Besides presenting 22 separate classes on 22 separate
topics, the higher education center is transforming itself into a labyrinth of
historical maps leading from the front door to the classroom.

Throgmorton and the CCHEC staff have already gathered more
than a dozen maps that show everythi
topography to which trails trappers and gold seekers used more than a
century ago. Throgmorton is even compiling a map that displays which
roads and highways have the highest rates of road kill in the county.

ifWebre going to have maps up and

Throgmorton said. AThe idea is that
geographical l ocation through a diff
al l said and done. ltds going to be

But thatés just the beginning.
with printed transparencies of each map with the intention that students can
overlay one map on top of another to help gain more perspective on a topic.
For example, a transparency of the 3,100 natural gas wells covering
Sweetwater and Carbon counties could be combined with a transparency of
a map depicting pronghorn migrations or sage grouse leks.

The idea for such a groundbreaking series 8 Throgmorton

doesndt think anything |ike t®Biwas has
mani fested about two months ago. Thr
accountant in Houston who knows more about Carbon County than most

people he encounters in Rawlins, and

education centero6s director.
Al d&m pumped for this, 0 Throgmort
busted their chops and | think this
Classes, which range from hunting and fishing traditions in
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Carbon County (Dec. 18) to the rich heritage of the Platte River Valley (Jan.
29) to strong women of Carbon County (March 4), should be taught
primarily by local residents and will likely feature an hour of teaching and
about a half hour question-and-answer session.
Ailt should be very interactive,o T
Each class can accommodate about 40 students and
Throgmorton hopes to attract folks bet
about anybody, Throgmorton said, can glean something from the series of
classes.
For more information on the program, contact the Carbon County
Higher Education Center at 328-9274.

Creation of a Great County

Photo Courtesy of the Rawlins Daily Times

Dave Throgmorton

Public Lands Issues Discussed
By Kirk Hanna

Times Staff Writer
March 28, 2008

The APower of Pl ace: Legacies of
this week with presentations about public lands, which are abundant in
Wyoming and Carbon County.

Patrick Madigan of the Bureau of Land Management and Steve
Best of the Forest Service spoke about those public lands.

Madi gan provided an overview of |

Ailt was first adopted in 1785 whi
Ohi o, 0 he said. I't was then that Co
section the land. Congress created the Department of Treasury to sell land.

In the mid-1940s, Madigan said the Department of the Interior was
formed and from that the BLM took over the sale of land. Eventually the
government stopped selling land and declared land that contained minerals
had to be mined, according to Madigan.

Mi dway through his |l ecture, Madi
everyday confrontations.

AThe BLM has thousands of books

happens on BLM I and, o0 he said. iAs
happens on BLM I and, however, ités n
concerns and give reasons. 0

Best, a district ranger for the U.S. Forrest Service, talked about the
Forest Servicebs regulations and the

Best worked in Texas where he said the southern pine beetle
started an epidemic similar to the current pine beetle scare in the Medicine
Bow National Forest. The pine beetle is one of four scares within the forest.
Others are a fuel buildup that could cause a major wildfire; unmanaged
motorized vehicles that are a threat to the forest because of tracking and
littering; and the loss of open spaces.

Best said the Forest Serviceds m
everybodyds needs. 0

The pine beetle -- smaller than a grain of rice -- is killing trees by
eating the wood found just below the bark. Not to worry, Best said the pine
beetle epidemic has occurred in this area in the 1940s, 1970s and now, a
pattern of every 30 years or so. N o
trees to rid the forest of the bug, according to Best.

AfResearch has shown there is no
between the pine beetle woodandnon-pi ne beetl e wood, 0
forest should regenerate, eventually
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Moss delivered a crash course in the Arapaho language at the
lecture, teaching the audience how to pronounce the letter and how to
translate a few words. Often, non-natives who visit the reservation can

speak the |l anguage better than the nat
not the Arapahos?0 Moss asked.

AfPeople today I|like to bl ame the mi
sai d. ABut that didnét stop the old p
talking, because | was crazy. | told people not to excuse themselves. Right
now, the opportunity is there to | earn

Photo Courtesy of carbon County Museum
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Sinclair Story Captivates
By Clancy McGilligan

Times Staff Writer
October 13, 2007

Paul Fritz, manager of the Sinclair Oil Refinery, held a packed room
transfixed Thursday night as he revealed the workings and history of the oil
refinery in a talk at the Carbon County Higher Education Center.

Fritzdéds comprehensive presentati
Legacies of Carbon Countyodo series at
the early uses of oil 8 American Indians, the crowd learned, used it to
extend the life of hides & and ended with an explanation of the current
refinery expansion.

The refinery is the largest of five such facilities in Wyoming, on the
national scalme,diiutm irsefa nfegsmglol accor d
processing capacity is about 70,000 barrels a day & it should be closer to
95,000 by the end of the expansion 8 but some U.S. refineries are
processing as much as 500,000 barrels a day.

AfWebre not a big refinery by thr
complex refinery, o Fritz said. iour
baddest. o

The refinery was only producing 10,000 barrels a day when Parco
built the facility & and the surrounding town o in the early 1920s. Since
then, it has passed through a number of owners, the first being Harry
Sinclair, who acquired it in 1934.
said.

Al think Harry Sinclair was kind
though he didndt el aborate.

Fritz referred to the current owl
bought the refinery in 1976, Fritz said, and despite hisaged he 6s i n h
0 he still visits the refinery a few times every year.

Hol ding is a builder, according
artist,o Fritz said. AHe buys and b
everything today that he has ever owned, with the exception of one small
fruit orchard, and he wishes he had

Mr. Holding is building right now. The current expansion of the
refinery is almost a complete overha
refinery is being touched, 0 Fritz sa

The expansion centers on the addition of two approximately 20- by
100-foot coker drums, will allow the refinery to increase its processing
capacity.

Fritz said there are plans to build a 16-inch pipeline from Casper to
get the additional crude oil. The refinery is already serviced by three crude
oil pipelines, two from Casper and one from the Baroil area.

iWe ar e i nst arlH linenfrgm Gaspardouwhe defthery to
carry large quantities of high-sulfur, very heavy, very viscous crude oil that
weodl | buy from Canada and Montana to
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